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New members joined senior Friends of 

the Library Board recently for the start of 

the 2014-15 year.  President Kris Peter-

son, Vice-President Jane Kolarich, Secre-

tary Ruth Fjelstad, and Treasurer Marilyn 

Newhouse began the year meeting with 

past-president Rachel Cooperman, and 

new members Jud Barclay, Carol Gaard, Jane Kemp, Kris Lynch, and Jim Womeldorf. 

 

The Friends of the Library Board was formally established as an Iowa Nonprofit Corporation 

in 2000.  The purpose of the group is to “promote and enhance the Decorah Public Library 

and its programs for the leisure, entertainment, and personal life-long learning of the citizens 

of Decorah and Winneshiek County.”  The Board meets monthly except in July and August. 

 

Fund raising for the needs that are above and beyond the regular library budget is an espe-

cially significant activity for the Friends Board.  Sources include memberships, used book 

and magazine sales, memorials, grants, and bequests. 

 

The Board contributes to 

children’s and adult pro-

graming and books, youth 

services, large print books, 

staff travel and conferences, 

furnishings, speakers for 

special programs, com-

puters, and technology 

needs.  Newsletters are dis-

tributed to Friends of the Li-

brary Board members in Oc-

tober, January and April.  

Memberships from commu-

nity members are welcome 

and are available at several 

levels. 

2014-15  FRIENDS BOARD MEMBERS  Front row (left-to-right): Rachel Cooperman,  Jane Kolarich & 

Ruth Fjelstad.  Middle row: Jim Womeldorf.  Back row (left-to-right):  Jud Barclay, Kris Peterson, Marilyn 

Newhouse & Jane Kemp.  Not pictured: Carol Gaard & Kris Lynch. 

NEW YEAR BEGINS 

FOR FRIENDS OF THE 

LIBRARY BOARD 
By Jane Kemp 
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The Friends of the Library Board recently sponsored two outstanding, 

best-selling authors in their visits to Decorah: Dee Williams (The Big  

Tiny) and William Kent Krueger (Windigo Island). 
 

Dee Williams spoke on the Luther campus on 

September 30 about her popular book The Big 

Tiny.  Williams was sponsored by the Friends in 

partnership with Luther’s Center for Sustainable 

Communities.  After a near-death experience, she 

was reminded that life is finite, and she contem-

plated how best to spend it. After removing 

“stuff” that cluttered up her life (big house, well-

stocked kitchen with rarely used appliances), she 

decided to build an 84-square-foot house with her 

own hands.  The Big Tiny related the benefits of slowing down and savoring the really im-

portant things in life:  spending time with people and pursuing activities she really loved.  

Williams had the audience of community members and college students in stitches with her 

great sense of humor. 

 

William Kent Krueger spoke October 8 at the library about his re-

cently published book, Windigo Island.  The event was co-

sponsored by the Friends and Dragonfly Books.  This work is the 

latest novel in a series of Cork O’Connor mysteries set in the north 

woods of Minnesota.  It combines intriguing mystery with perti-

nent social issues that will delight avid readers.  Krueger is a full-

time author who has received numerous book awards.  His Ordi-

nary Grace was a New York Times bestseller and relates a tale 

about communities in southern Minnesota.  Krueger was in 

Decorah last fall and was delighted to return.  Book signings took 

place at both events.  

FRIENDS BRING BEST-SELLING 

AUTHORS TO DECORAH 
By Ruth Fjelstad 

It has been well over a decade since the children’s area 

has been restructured. During the last few years the 

needs have changed concerning our preschool and 

school-aged children and young adult readers. The li-

brary staff has made several efforts to designate the 

area, near the southeast side main floor, to be more 

visible and accessible. The results of this project have created a larger, more open area for young children in 

which to gather and explore. There is now plenty of room for parents and library staff to engage with chil-

dren and create a community of learning. 

The children’s area has smaller chairs that are perfect for preschool children. One of the future goals for the 

area will be to purchase a small couch. The addition of the couch will help to create a homey atmosphere. 

Grandparents will not have to sit on the floor during reading time. Great idea! 

There are a couple of visual shifts that the library staff has created to help designate the children’s section. 

The staff has designed a visual pathway to the children’s area. The bookshelves have been separated in the 

middle of the room. As one gets closer to the children’s area, the bookshelves become shorter in height. This 

helps to frame the special area. 

Thank you for your continued support of the library. The Friends are prepared to provide financial support as 

needed for the updating of the children’s section and offices. Your support does make a difference! 

DPL  patrons can access technological information sources through 

computers, printers, scanners, iPads, Nooks, and Kindles! 

 

NEIBORS provides books in electronic format. This joint library con-

sortium pools resources making E-books and digital audios available.  Over 3,300 digital audio books and 

5,800 e-books are available. 

 

INDIEFLIX FOR LIBRARIES is a premier online streaming service provider of award-winning independ-

ent films, worldwide shorts and documentaries. 

EBSCO HOST assists research of academic articles. 

LEARNING EXPRESS provides free college exam preps, professional 

school testing, and testing preparation in areas such as civil service, 

EMS, homeland security, ELL, and workplace skills. 

GENEALOGY RESOURCES including Heritage Quest, are accessible 

from home or office. 

ANCESTRY.COM is the most used library resource.  Used within the li-

brary. 

MANGO is an interactive world language tutorial providing  access from 

home or office, to training in more than 40 languages. 

 

Staff  Kristin Torresdal and Mark Ruen make technology accessible to 

patrons.  Kristin’s weekly “tech talks” are Tuesdays, 1-3 PM;  Mark’s 

“Computer Help Time” is Tuesday & Thursday, 10-11 AM.  

CHILDREN’S SECTION 

GETS A MAKEOVER 
By Jud Barclay 

TECH TIMES... 
By Kris Peterson 

DPL “Techies” Kristin & Mark 
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