
Tax season is in full swing.  After a slow start 
to scheduling, the days are filled with 
appointments.  We have 31 individuals 
involved with the program. Please support 
and thank the businesses who supplied our 
volunteers with coffee and treats as they 
worked to learn the new laws and become 
certified: Magpie, Impact Coffee, Oneota    
Co-op, Casey’s, Kwik Star, and Copyland who 
printed a rather large, last minute change in 
the tax manual.   

In closing, I would like to welcome our new 
RSVP team member. Julie Ohde started as 
the Volunteer Coordinator in early March. 
You can read more about Julie further on in 
this newsletter.  

Thank goodness for snow days!   

What?  Well, I am writing this from home as I 
wait for a snow plow (yes, I started this 
newsletter a while ago). This has been such 
a busy time, I have not been able to write the 
newsletter while in the office. So, thank 
goodness for home and a quiet phone.   

I was asked to be a part of the Women, Faith 
and Finance conference on April 12 and am 
excited to present with Michelle Raymer from 
Volunteer Iowa.  At that presentation, I would 
love to relate stories of how our RSVP 
volunteers benefit from volunteering. Do you 
have a story I could share? What do you 
enjoy most and why? Contact me by April 1 
with your story. 

The Oneota Valley Volunteer Coordinators 
are hosting a Volunteer Fair after the 
conference from 2-6 PM. If you are a part of 
an organization who utilizes volunteers, 
please let me know so I can add you to our 
list of Winneshiek county organizations.  Due 
to space constraints, this event is open only 
to  Winneshiek county organizations, though 
many of them provide service in other 
counties.  Depending on how this goes, I 
would be interested in exploring this 
opportunity in Howard and Allamakee.   
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Do you have a volunteer story to tell?  

What do you enjoy most and why?  

Were you surprised at something you 
experienced while volunteering?  

If you would be willing to share your 
story, give Deana a call by April 1! 

Deana Hageman 
NE Iowa RSVP Director 

Northeast Iowa RSVP Program Newsletter 



RSVP directors from across the state went to 
the state capitol to meet with Iowa 
legislators in February. From left to right: 
Representative Anne Osmundson, Northeast 
Iowa RSVP Director Deana Hageman and 
Representative Mike Bergan.  
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Butterfly Garden Decorah Parks & Rec – Help needed maintaining butterfly garden plots.  

Kinderhaus - Volunteers needed for Tues. & Thurs. mornings to go along with kids on nature walks. 

Horse and Soul - Therapeutic riding program needs volunteers. 

Red Cross - Lansing Iowa Blood Drive needs volunteers. 

Red Cross - A coordinator is needed for “Battle of the Badges” Blood Drive in Decorah. 

NEI Peace & Justice Center - Volunteers needed weekdays, 12:00-1:00 pm to cover lunch hour 
and answer phone. 

RSVP Advisory Council - The council has openings for Howard and Allamakee counties. 

Meals on Wheels/Nisse Meal Delivery - Substitutes needed for Decorah  

Emergency Management Volunteer Reception Center - RSVP will be participating with Winneshiek 
County in a full-scale drill in July and need volunteers interested in training to take part in this.  

Grant Writing - several organizations would like assistance with writing grants.  If you have 
experience with grant writing, you could make a big impact with your skills.  
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On National Service 
Recognition Day, 
thousands of local leaders 
take time to honor 
AmeriCorps members and 
Senior Corps volunteers by 
participating in recognition events, issuing 
official proclamations, and taking to social 
media in a nationwide show of appreciation. 
The seventh-annual event will take place on 
April 2, 2019.  

Stations can take part, too! Invite elected 
officials and other community leaders to your 
station and show them what an impact 
volunteers have on your organization.  

Be sure to take a photo and share on social 
media. And, don’t forget to share it with NE 
Iowa RSVP Facebook page! 
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· We are working on creating an Incident Report form. In the event someone is injured or there is 

an incident of some type, this will help to get all the information needed.  

· Let us know if you need a new timesheet template. If volunteer names are listed on the 
timesheet, we try to update them as hand-written names come in on completed timesheets.   

· Completed timesheets are due to the RSVP office by the 5th of the following month.  You can 
submit via email, fax, mail, or by dropping it off.   

· One of the responsibilities of a station, per the 
Memorandum of Understanding, is to include RSVP in your 
written and online media.  After 17 years, there are still 
many people who aren't aware of RSVP or what it 
does. Please share something about RSVP and your 
volunteers on your website and social media sites to help 
raise awareness.   

· If you haven’t received the  "RSVP Volunteers Here" 
poster, let us know and we will get one for you to display 
at your station.  

Hello! My name is Julie Ohde and I am the 
RSVP Volunteer Coordinator.  

As I understand it, my job is to assist Deana 
in whatever she needs to keep the NE Iowa 
RSVP program running smoothly. In my first 
few days on the job I have been entering 
timesheets, putting this newsletter together, 
and learning everything I can about this 
wonderful program.  

I come to the job with a mixed bag of skills. 
In 2012 I retired from a career with the 
Louisa County Conservation Board in 
southeast Iowa. As a naturalist and later the 
executive director, I enjoyed recruiting, 
training, and working side-by-side with 
volunteers on a wide variety of projects.  

In retirement, I have been doing website 
design and social media marketing for a few 

clients. Deana is 
particularly 
excited about my 
technology skills. 
Hopefully, you’ll 
hear a bit more 
from NE Iowa 
RSVP on 
Facebook.  

My husband and I moved to Decorah two 
years ago because of the many outdoor 
recreation opportunities here. We’ve also 
found a welcoming community and plenty of 
places to get involved through volunteering.  

I look forward to working with volunteers and 
the folks at the stations. You’ll usually find 
me at the RSVP office in the Decorah Public 
Library on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Stop by 
and say hi! 
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NORTHEAST IOWA RSVP 
202 WINNEBAGO ST 
DECORAH IA 52101 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Northeast Iowa RSVP  
202 Winnebago Street 
Decorah, Iowa  52101 

P: 563-277-5181 
F: 563-382-4524 

rsvp@decorah.lib.ia.us 
www.decorah.lib.ia.us/rsvp 

facebook.com/NEIRSVP 

Funded by:  
¨ DEPOT Outlet  

¨ Allamakee, Howard and Winneshiek County Supervisors   

Sponsored by the Decorah Public Library since 2001 

AARP Tax Program volunteers Lyle Luzum and 
Wendy Stevens serve the Decorah site. A total 
of 31 volunteers serve four AARP & VITA/TCE 
tax programs in Decorah, Cresco, Postville, and 
Waukon. Last year the programs prepared 
taxes for around 550 clients and that number 
is expected to be higher for 2019.   


