
Write: Invite your 
child to “write” an 

email or a text 
message to a friend 
or relative, ask them 

to tell you what to say 
as you type

Play: Pretend to be 
dinosaurs (or another 

creature of your 
child’s choosing.) 

Pretend to eat leaves 
from the trees

Sing: Make up a song 
together about 

something you do 
during the day

Sing: Make a shaker 
by putting beans or 
pasta in an empty 
container.  Shake it 

while you sing, 
dance, or march.

Read: Look at a 
wordless picture book 

together.  Ask your 
child to help you tell 

the story

Talk: Point out the 
shapes of different 
objects. Talk about 

how they’re alike and 
different

Sing: Clap to the beat 
of a song you 

both enjoy

Write: Make cookies 
in letter shapes

Read: Show your 
child a selection of 
books. Ask which 

one they’d prefer to 
read first

Sing: Sing “Old 
MacDonald Had a 

Farm.” Add any kind 
of animal, plant, or 
objects you’d like to 
the farm. Be creative 

and silly!

Play: Have a picnic 
(inside or outside) 

with stuffed animals 
or other toy guests

Write: Write letters 
using steam on the 
windows, dust on 
a car, or dirt on 

the ground

Talk: Make up silly 
rhymes together

Read: Read a book 
that takes place in 
spring or summer. 

Talk about 
the weather

Sing: Sing “Row,  
row, row your boat” 

during bath time. 

Play: Make a tent 
with sheets and 

furniture. Pretend you 
are camping.

Read: Make a puppet 
(out of a paper bag, 
sock, etc.) and have 
the puppet read a 

book aloud.

Talk: Talk about 
summer.  What are 
your favorite things 

about summer? 
How is it different 

from winter?

Write: Have your 
child draw a story 
and tell you what’s 

happening in it.

Talk: Take a walk 
outside. Talk about 

what you see 
and notice.

E A R LY  L I T E R A C Y  C H A L L E N G E
(recommended for babies and children age 0-5)

I N S T R U C T I O N S :
Choose 10 squares to complete on the Stay Curious Challenge Board 

(mark each completed square with an “x”)
Turn in your Challenge Board (with your first name and age on it)

to the Sugar Bowl to get a free single scoop cone/dish
Stay Curious Challenge runs between May 15–July 15

Thanks to the Public Library Association for the early literacy-focused prompts!
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